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government to repress this liberty by means of the censorship?
Evidently. Were there any other pernicious liberties? Yes,
senor i the liberty of education, liberty of propaganda and liberty
of meeting. Why were these liberties pernicious? Because they
served to teach error, propagate vice and machinations against
the Church. Did the Church tolerate these liberties? No,
senor: for on repeated occasions it had condemned them. Was
the Church then opposed to progress? The Church was
opposed to the progress of error; but it had always fomented
both the progress of truth, and true progress. Did the Church
place obstacles in the way of liberty? The Church placed
obstacles in the way of liberty of vice, but fomented the liberty
of what was good and virtuous.

But there was more to be learnt about liberalism when the
catechumen had answered all these questions; he had to be
instructed on liberalism morally considered. What kind of sin
was liberalism? It was a most grievous sin against faith. Why?
Because it was a collection of heresies and errors condemned by
the Church. Was it licit for a Catholic to call himself a liberal?
No, senor (but, by a curious misprint, this answer ended in a
question mark). Why? From the scandal caused by taking the
name of an error condemned by the Church. Then as to news-
papers: Did he sin grievously who subscribed to liberal news-
papers? Yes, senor. Why? Because he contributed to evil with
his money, put his faith in danger, and set a bad example to the
rest. Was it at any time only a light sin to read the liberal press?
Yes, senor, if occasionally one read news items or articles which
were only slightly dangerous. Yet it was wisely pointed out in
a note that if it was necessary to read part of a paper, for in-
stance the Stock Exchange news, there was no reason on that
account to read all the rest. Seven rules were then given for
recognizing liberal papers; but the seventh rule was the most
certain: to see whether, in relating events connected with the
Church and its enemies, they remained "neutral". What ought
one to do, then, in relation to the press? Extirpate the impious
and liberal, while subscribing to and propagating the catholic.
Lastly, as to parliamentary elections, die question was asked: